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£ addregses by heart, up one side!
0 iy lof Wood Street and down the
‘anted to Be Weaver lother, Then I learned the other|
e It was my first anibition to be al| business streets in the same \\'&13.?.'
i ¥eayir lile my father, to have four| Then I felt safe. How ?}eassnt it
s of my own, to employ appren- | was to me to work now in a clean,
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in a dingy cellar or in a noisy fac-
tory! The tick of the telegraph in-
struments fascinated me. I tried to
understand it by listening, by going
to the office early and playing with
the key. Mr. Reid finally agreed to
help e to learnm, and I was soon
shle to receive any message by ear
alone, and at that time there were
poseibly only two other people in
the country whe could do this. I had
become an operator, but I was still
getting a messenger’'s pay.

One morning, when I was in the
cffice eariy, 1 heard a death message
come over the wires from Philadel-
phia. I knew that sort of message
required prompt handling, so I
wrote it out and delivered it at the
proper address, From that time the
operators began to use mie to “sub”
for them. Then Mr. Reid made me
an operator, and I had a great rise
in the world, for now I got $25 a
menth, $300 a year, and 1 felt that
our home rested secure on my in-

| come, for my father, who had been

naturalized as an American citizen
in 1853, had died soon afterward.
His naturalization while I was =
miner made me an American citi-
zen. At the age of sixteen I was the
Tamily mainstay.

Ahbout this time came my first in-
dependent financial operation. 1
don’t consider that a salaried man,
no matter what his work or his
wages, is in business, for hs works
for somebody else, not for himself,
There were six néwspapers in Pitts-
burgh, and so therz had to be six
copies made of the press dispatches
received in our office. The man who
had the job of making thesa copics
got $6 a week for it When he of-
fered me a dollar to do his work I
gladly apreed. I was working for
myself now on an independent eon-
tract, doing something beyond my
task. That dollar a week I con-
sidered my own. It did not go to
the family support. It was my first
capital,

February 2, 1854, the Pennsyl-
vania Railread was completed to
Pittsburgh. In the telegraph office
we knew all about this long before
the vpad got on, and besan to see

in our office Thomas A. Scott, su-|

[perintendent of that end of the road.

I became acquainted with him, be-
cause I wus the operator through
whom hie sent many of his messages.
He asked one of the young men in
his employ if he thought I wounld
like to leave the telegraph company
and come and work for him as his
private operator.
said he didn't think so, but when this

same young man toid me what had | soon as I heard of this.
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Mr. Scott that I would be glad to

enter his service. I was; I saw = |

chanee to better myself,

The salary was $35 a month, $10|
more than I had been getting. There |
is never a boy er a man employed
whose chance doesn't come to him.
The thing is to know it and seize it.

Determined to Get On
I have spoken of a constant de-

termination from the first to get on

in the world., There is a gread deal
more in feeling that way than most
people think. There was another
determination that I formed in my
boyhood in Pittsburgh which T have
Been able tocarry cut. A centleman
named Anderson let ba |
known to the working boys that he
could always be found in his library |
Saturday afternoons and wounld be
glad to see them there. T went as|

Strance to

T+
1t

Colonel

occurred I asked him to go and tell | say, there was some question about

my right to come in under the head
of working boys, as 1 was now &
telegraph operator, That made me
indignant. So I sat down and wrote
my tirst contribution to print in a
letter to “The Pittshurgh Dispateh.”
I in=isted that any young man or boy
who worked, whether with his head
or his hands, was entitled to he
known by the honorable designation
of “working boy,” as I had siened
myself. After that I had ne tranble.
And I found that Colonel Anderson
permitted us to taks his books Lhome
with us.

was doinz,

and T determined then

| and there that if I were ever able to

do it T would provide free libraries
for people who worked. That has
haen one of my hobbies that 1 have
carried out.

From Mr. Scott's private tele-
graph operator I became his pri-
vate secretary. I worked with him

I saw how much gocd he |
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“Well,” said he, “gef it as HE Er nruents
vog can. In fact, 8600 is the o ] i i death of
nzeded; and I ean help you out a lit= 15 L N T “Tha
tle if you ean't raise it all. A man i y )
has just died who owned ten shopes i ki e ey TR
ot Adams Express stock, It costs would moidel 1o MEFS R conte % nal al-
only $60 a share and it pays 1 per & us ready pa : Hee.
cent & month., Yau must huy it.” o - ire n thut uarnal
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'pendcnt. to get away wis not only of ‘two 2 contrast hety t tter on-
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means to accomplizh this nationef a sleeping car company, = : ~
{my eone unfailing, faithf in which I was offered an interese. | =
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ranything she could I, Lalso fel f the | vas
that if My, Stots n Huw = Fine-
utterly out of the (e fur the
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whole sum for me. But my Scotch ind he thought its powers
‘ pridewoulfl n { ' H frum the
| to. tell anyhq mid Imapined
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for. Should we mottpage it e the money and let me pay were unfulflled,
tha mn el out of my salary at the ‘e, 013 ben-
mather 2iaf 515 & tiontl delight ahtful blessings.
What is more, Yoy | FBEIL I8 only fair to add our testi-
get the money for me, and I | mony o the gpeonuineness of his de-
i from ner brother, who lived 1o Ohio. squent parments = A ; £ #y not
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None know better than I the trouhies of the wight editor.

I don't consider that a seluried man, no matter what his wages,
is tn business, for he works for somebody elye, not for himself.

Concentration is my muotio—{first honesty, then industry, then

You Germans should not leave the
I refer 20 Englund.

T'he voice of the peaple wi
can alivays be depended on to vo!

I believe that the Republic is immortal and
through all its troulfles with its foundation unshaken.
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the masses understand what nllionaires |
W e must pustity our existence,
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Bits of the Carnegie Philosophy:

A ity should own its public utilities whether 1t operates

ar not.
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I never mude a dollar on the Stock Exchange in my life.
would as soon gamble with curds as to speculute in Jol

Street.
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It is impossible for any man

followed the fortunes of his em-|meet, without giving any niore notes, | fi saying edi-
from the receipts of the cars them- |t
selves. 1t was thus T made my first |
substantial capital. [
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that famous well, from which
gantities of wil were running waste
i the creek. The capacity of the
well was several hurdred barrels a
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day, hut when my associates and I
[ bought the farm for $40,000 we had ! !
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no, e lenca that this flow would remember
continue, and boiit a i Cr gia ' in nr n with the
lete tn a few yeurs; the ral s over- th i 100,000 harre! it} £ o, ania. his
oil into this ,"'n.'.i U r nea for A Crutie
ivess anly in the nicusars (it it der i 5 bundred thousand bareois, 1 ri-
part of which leak and some of in the United Siates, sathep
which evaporated. Yet this invest- | than in Great Britas + Daily

ment of $40,000 paid us in one year | Herald,”
| $1,000,000 in cash and dividends, and | kindly to the man who was lately
|the farm itself eventually became |labor's traditional enemy,

organ of labor, refers very
long to keep another down.




